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instructor info 
Mary McCall





Office: Heav 443

Email: mccall0@purdue.edu 



Office Hours: T/W/F 10:00-10:30 & by appt.
English 106— Introductory Composition 


English Office Phone: 494-3740
Time: 10:30 – 11:20 p.m. M-F





Fall 2011

class locations  
Monday and Wednesday Classes


HEAV  108
Tuesday and Thursday Conferences 

HEAV  225




Friday Computer Lab 



ENAD  130





writing about writing  
Take a moment to consider the writing we engage in every day:  a text to a friend, an email—even a post or a status comment on Facebook. Think about a review you might have written on Amazon, a comment you made regarding an interesting article you found online, a reply you posted responding to a statement someone made on a forum. What techniques did you use to either sway someone to read that book or highlight its flaws? How did you further contribute to that article—by using personal examples and experiences? What about that person’s statement that prompted you to reply—was it outlandish? Unsupported? Provoking? 

These activities have become so commonplace for us that we often do not stop to consider the power behind the words we use. We must think about the impact of what we say has on others and our community; in addition, we must consider what we say says about us. I appreciate that you come from all different backgrounds, especially when it comes to what you decide to major at in Purdue. However, no matter what field we are passionate about, it is important to be articulate in what we say because for better or for worse, people will read our statements and construct opinions about them—and about us.
One of my goals is to help you become rhetorically aware––that is, to help you learn that writing involves countless choices, and that you need to think carefully about what you want to say, why you want to say it, who needs to "hear" it, and how you'll need to shape your text to be persuasive to others. In this Writing about Writing course, you will also learn more about the craft and process of writing and how to engage in intensive academic reading of scholarly work dealing with ideas such as multi-literacies, the rhetorical situation, discourse communities, and genre. Lastly, this course aims to give you the theoretical tools to decipher, analyze, and engage in the discourse of your particular field of study. Whatever your discipline, literacy is a critical component to succeeding in your professional community.

what can we accomplish in this class?
· To help you develop effective and efficient processes for writing by providing practice with planning, drafting, revising, and editing your writing in multiple genres using a variety of media.
· To provide you with opportunities to write as a means of discovery and learning about yourself; as an integral part of inquiry about the material, social, and cultural contexts we share with others; and as a means of exploring, understanding, and evaluating ideas in academic disciplines.
· To help you develop your abilities to create, interpret and evaluate a variety of types of texts integrating verbal and visual components.
· To prepare you for writing in later university courses across the curriculum by helping you learn to articulate, develop, and support a point through both primary and secondary research.
· To help you understand that they can and should use writing for multiple academic, civic, professional, and personal purposes and that all writing is inherently rhetorical.
· To introduce you to the conventions of form, style, and citation and documentation of sources that are appropriate for composing in a variety of media for a variety of rhetorical contexts.
· To provide you with experience using multiple composing technologies to produce a variety of genres of texts.
(adapted from ICaP’s “Goals, Means and Outcomes” for English 106)
texts

required:
· Wardle and Downs, Writing About Writing 
· Additional readings as needed (I will email these to the class) 
recommended: 

· A good college dictionary

· A college writing handbook
conferencing
Half of you are already scheduled to meet with me in Heavilon 225 on Tuesday, the other half in Heavilon 225 on Thursday. During the first week, we will acclimate ourselves to the rooms and cover my conferencing guidelines. This is your time to discuss with me a question or concern you have about your writing and/or reading for the class. For each conference, you will need to either: 
· bring a passage from your writing you would like us to discuss and a half-page of writing, typed and single-spaced, in which you explain what you’re trying to do in that passage, how it fits into the rest of the piece of writing, and why you’re concerned about it, or 
· bring a passage from your reading you would like us to discuss and a half-page of writing, typed and single-spaced, in which you explain your question about the passage and what you think is going on in the passage. 

assignments and grades
All papers should follow MLA format, be double-spaced, and in 12 point and Times New Roman font. Drafts and final drafts will be emailed to me before class on the day they are due.  For all assignments your name should be in the top left corner, under which follows the title of the assignment, the course title, and the date.
There will also be short writing reflections based on the weekly readings. Some you will email to me individually and some you will post on the "Discussion Post" page on the class site to share with your classmates. I will specify in class whether the writing reflection for a specific reading will be individual or posted on the site. All short writing assignments must be submitted before class is due; I do not accept late homework.

The grades break down like this:

Project 1: Literacy Narrative



100 Points


Project 2
: Remediated Literacy Narrative


100 Points 

Project 3: Ethnographic Essay



150 Points


Project 4
: Analysis of Academic Publication


150 Points 


Project 5: Research and Writing Portfolio 


200 Points


Participation                                                                                 150 Points

              Short Assignments                              

               150 Points 
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​
_____________________________________


Total






1,000 Points 

Here’s the meaning behind the numbers I put on your paper (you can use these statements as clues about how you might work toward a higher grade): 

90-100 (A)—You did what the assignment asked at a high quality level, and your work shows originality and creativity. Work in this range shows all the qualities listed for a B; but it also demonstrates that you took extra steps to be original or creative in developing content, solving a problem, or developing a unique verbal or visual style. 

80-89 (B)—You did what the assignment asked of you at a high quality level. Work in this range needs little revision, is complete in content, is organized well, and shows special attention to style and visual design. 

70-79 (C)—You did what the assignment asked of you. Work in this range tends to need some revision, but it is complete in content and the organization is logical. The style, verbal and visual, is straightforward but unremarkable. 

60-69 (D)—You did what the assignment asked at a low level of quality. Work in this range tends to need significant revision. The content is often incomplete and the organization is hard to discern. Verbal and visual style is often non-existent or chaotic. 

Below 60 (F)—Don’t go here. I usually reserve the F for people who don’t show up or don’t do the work. If you give an assignment an honest try, I doubt you would receive an F. If you feel you put in your best effort and still received an F, you might consider dropping the class.

The short assignment marks break down like this:
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     = Satisfactory, completes the assignment
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-   = Minimal response or not turned in 

A check receives full credit for the assignment while a check plus can help boost your short assignment grade if you miss a homework assignment or receive a check minus. 
You are also responsible for keeping up with all the readings and for participating in class. If you miss class, keep in mind that you are responsible for making up the work.
Attendance
This class requires you to participate in discussions and hands-on writing activities. For the course to be a success, everyone's participation is necessary. For that reason, attendance is required. As a student and teacher, though, I know that life happens (you oversleep, need a day to go back home, or get sick), and thus you will be allowed 4 free absences. A missed conference counts as an absence.
After 4 absences, your final grade will be dropped by 5% for each absence. After 8 absences (including conferences), you will automatically fail the course, regardless of performance on assignments. Family emergencies and extended medical leave will be handled on an individual basis.
If you are consistently more than 10 minutes late to class, come unprepared (without required materials and/or not completing the reading assignment), or disrupt class and therefore are asked to leave, it will result in a loss of one of your four free days.
class professionalism

I expect that all members of this class will conduct themselves with courtesy and professionalism at all times. Primarily this means extending respect to your classmates and me, as I plan to extend respect to you. Respect entails listening attentively to one another and allowing for divergent views during class discussions and other activities. I expect that no one will harass, belittle, or threaten other members of the class. Respect also involves avoiding behaviors that are disruptive to the class, including (but not limited to) talking or texting on cell phones, listening to iPods or similar devices, playing videogames or Facebooking on a laptop, or doing work for another class. If I observe any of these disrespectful behaviors, I will give you a warning at first. After a second offense, I will ask you to leave the room. Additional offenses could result in your failing the course at my discretion.
plagiarism

This is the copying, deliberate or not, of another person’s work and/or ideas without the proper citation. This can result in failure of the project, the course, and other disciplinary action. We will discuss it further in class, but you also need to be aware of what it is and how to avoid it. When in doubt, you can always check with me. 
late work
I will count off 1/3 letter grade for each day your work is late unless you make arrangements with me prior to the due date. (For example, from a B to a B-.) Problems can arise, but the key to their successful resolution is communication. Keep me informed; avoid simply not showing up.
rewrites

You may only rewrite a paper if you received below a B. You must meet with me during my office hours before you turn in rewrites. The projects may be rewritten once each within the time period before the next project is due. The last project obviously cannot be rewritten. The rewrite grade will be averaged with the first attempt.  Keep in mind that a rewrite is a substantial reworking of the project, not just a correction of my markings. Turn in all rewrites with the original graded version.

disability

If you have any special needs for which you require accommodations, please contact the
Disability Resource Center (DRC) in the Office of the Dean of Students to register your needs and the necessary adjustments. The DRC is located on the 8th floor of Ernest C. Young Hall, Room 830. Information is available at http://www.purdue.edu/odos/drc/welcome.php. You may also call the DRC at 765-494-1247 or email drc@purdue.edu. If you are eligible for academic accommodations because you have a documented disability, please schedule an appointment with me as soon as possible so we can discuss adaptations.
major campus emergency
In the event of a major campus emergency, course requirements, deadlines and grading percentages are subject to changes that may be necessitated by a revised semester calendar or other circumstances. Here are ways to get information about changes in this course: Blackboard Vista web page, my email address (mccall0@purdue.edu), and my office phone (494-3784). 
helpful websites

We will cover these and more in class, but here are a few to keep in mind through the semester as you are working on your projects:

· Purdue Writing Lab: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/writinglab/
· Purdue OWL link on plagiarism with exercises: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/1/
· MLA Style Guide: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
· Purdue Library Resources: http://www.lib.purdue.edu/
tentative schedule (may be adjusted as necessary)
  Week 1
 Aug. 22-26

class 
 Class introductions 



 Sample writing prompt and discussion  



 Writing Lab Tour


computer
 Joan Didion, “Why I Write”  


conference
 Introductions to conferences 
  Week 2
 Aug. 29-Sept. 2  

class
 Murray, “All Writing is Autobiography”
     computer
 Literacy Narrative chapter from Norton’s Field Guide

conference
 Invention for Project 1

 Week 3 
 Sept. 5-9


 Monday, Sept. 5—Labor Day—No Class
          class
       Deborah Brandt, “Sponsors of Literacy,” Parts 1 + 2

computer
   Anne Lamott, “Shitty First Drafts”/Peer review

   conference
   Drafting Project 1

 Week 4 
 Sept. 12-16
         class   
   Friday, Sept. 16: Project 1 Due


   Dànielle DeVoss et al., “The Future of Literacy”

computer
  Dennis Baron, “From Pencils to Pixels: The Stages of Literacy Technologies”

conference
  Revising Project 1 

  Week 5
 Sept. 19-23 

class
   Grant-Davie, "Rhetorical Situations and Their Constituents."    



computer
   Examples of photo essays/Overview of C.A.R.P. 
   conference
   Invention for Project 2 

  Week 6 
 Sept. 26-30  


           class      Booth, “The Rhetorical Stance”

computer
   Peer review 

conference
  Drafting Project 2 

  Week 7
 Oct. 3-7 

class
   Friday, Oct. 7: Project 2 Due


   Swales, “The Concept of Discourse Community”


   They Say/I Say Chapter 5, “Distinguishing What You Say from What They Say”


computer
   Bruffee, “Collaborative Learning and ‘The Conversation of Mankind’” 


conference
   Revising Project 2 

  Week 8
 Oct. 10-14 


   Monday, Oct. 10 and Tuesday, Oct. 11—October Break—No Class

class
   Mirabelli, “Learning to Serve: The Language and Literacy of Food Service Workers”
      computer  
   Dias, Patrick et al., “"Virtual Realities: Transitions from University to Workplace Writing"

conference
   Invention for Project 3 

 Week 9 
 Oct. 17-21

           class       Introductions and conclusions exercises

                         They Say/I Say Chapter 7, “Saying Why It Matters”

 computer
   They Say/I Say Chapter 8, “Connecting the Parts”

   conference      Drafting Project 3

 Week 10 
 Oct. 24-28

class
   Friday, Oct. 28: Project 3 Due


   Kantz, “Helping Students Use Textual Sources Persuasively” and Swales, CARS Model 

computer
   They Say/I Say Chapter 10, “The Art of Metacommentary”

conference
   Revising Project 3
Week 11 
 Oct. 31-Nov. 4 

class
 Batholomae, “Inventing the University”

    computer
 They Say/I Say Chapter 9, “Academic Writing Doesn’t Always Mean Setting Aside Your Own Voice”

conference
 Invention for Project 4 
 Week 12
 Nov. 7-11

class
   Hyland, “Disciplinary Discourses: Social Interactions in Academic Writing”

computer
   The Chronicle Review, “The Shadow Scholar” 


   Discussion about plagiarism 


conference
   Drafting Project 4
 Week 13 
 Nov. 14-18 

class
   Tuesday, Nov. 15: Project 4 Due


   Visual and digital rhetoric/C.A.R.P. review    

    computer    
   Brainstorming ideas for Project 5

conference
   Revising Project 4 


 Week 14 
 Nov. 21-25


   Wednesday, Nov. 23 – Friday, Nov. 25—Thanksgiving Break—No Class

class 
   Dreamweaver Tutorial

    computer        Dreamweaver Tutorial 

conference
   Invention for Project 5
 Week 15
 Nov. 28-Dec. 2

class 
   Finding sources for literature review


   They Say/I Say Chapter 3, “The Art of Quoting”  

computer
   Annotated bibliography review  

conference 
   Drafting  Project 5
 Week 16 
 Dec. 5-9

 class
   Drafting literature review/Peer review

computer 
   Presentations on topics 

conference 
   Revising Project 5
Project 5 is due Wednesday by 12:00pm of finals week
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