What did you say? : Investigating Discourse Communities Through Ethnography 
Context: The content of our first two projects was our own personal literacy acquisition and practices: in Project One, we explored that content through narrative forms of writing, and in Project Two, we selected a portion of our narrative to present via video. In the same way that we learned to read and write as children, we have learned to be a part of other communities. In this project, we’ll explore the discourse practices of one of the communities in which we participate. 

Writing Scenario: Employ primary research methods to investigate the discourse practices in a community of your choice and report your findings in an ethnographic essay that will be displayed as a final draft on a website of your own creation (this website will eventually be expanded into your Digital Portfolio for Project 5, which we’ll discuss at the end of the semester.) The project should be appropriate for fellow college students who may be unfamiliar with your chosen community. The project should focus on explaining what kinds of texts and language the people in the chosen discourse community use. For example, is there special slang the members/workers/players use to communicate with each other? What kinds of texts does the community use? What does this language say about the community? (See “Learning to Serve” for a model of the way that you might organize such a project.)

You will be designing your website at Wix.com, a beginner-friendly site that provides many different templates for you to choose from. I have reserved one class day for our Wix tutorial, one drafting day for you to spend in-class time working on your website, and one peer review day for you to receive feedback from your classmates about the design of your website. We will also look at examples of student websites in class to give you some ideas of how to go about designing your own. 

Requirements: For this project, you must keep a research log with all your research documents: observations notes, interview questions, communication with community members. You should date each of your entries and be careful in your record-keeping. To support your claims about your methods, you will submit your research log (i.e. your primary research documents neatly organized in a folder or typed up and sent as attachments) with your final draft. The research log will be worth 30% of the final project grade. 
You will submit (for credit) your draft and will include a 1 ½-2 page Cover Memo that explains your rhetorical choices. 
Goals: This project aims to (1) prompt our thinking about the discourse practices that exist in our communities, (2) allow us to practice integrating media into our writing, and (3) give us practice at conducting ethnographic (primary) research. 
Pertinent Resources: Swales, Mirabelli, Driscoll, and Selzer 
Length: 1,000 words
Worth: 15%
Draft due: Thursday, October 25th 
NB: Only the rough draft of the essay—not the website—is due on this date, although you are welcome to show me what work you have done so far if you would like feedback on your website design.
Final draft on Project 3 Page of Website with Research Log and Cover Memo due: Friday, November 2nd by 5:00 pm  
NB: I will place a box outside my office door for you to deposit your Research Log folders in by 5:00 pm on Friday. Or, you can type up your observations notes/interview questions and responses, etc. and send them to me as attachments via email with your website link and cover memo. 
